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A further mistake was made by Lord Groy in at once in
1849 introducing a Bill, on the lines of the Privy Council
Report, without consulting the Colonies affected.   It was
proposed that a uniform tariff should, in the first instance,
be set on foot by the British Parliament.    Under the pro-
visions of the Bill it was apparently in the power of any
two Colonies to compel the others to take part in a federal
legislature.   It proved, however, impossible to pass the Bill
in the Session of 1849.   Although in the Bill of 1850 the
proposals of the Government were made more palatable,
by dropping the plan of a uniform tariff to be set on
foot by the Imperial  Parliament, and by making the
use of the General Assembly permissive instead of com-
pulsory, they found little favour either in Australia or in
England.   The school of colonial reformers of the type of
Sir William Molesworth were opposed to them on the
ground that they were of English manufacture, and not
the outcome of Australian public opinion, and for once
supported the more timid critics, who saw in them the
seed of a future independent and republican Australia.
In tliis state of things, though not a little to the chagrin of
Lord Grey, it became necessary to lighten the Bill by the
omission of the clauses relating to a general legislature;
and the Australian Government Bill of 1850 started the
Australian Colonies on the constitutional way with no
attempt to direct them into a common channel.    'I am
not, however/wrote Lord Grey, 'the less persuaded that
the want  of some   such central  authority id regulate
matters of common importance to the Australian Colonies
will be felt, and probably at an early period/   But he
consoled himself with the reflection that, when this want
was felt, it would of itself suggest the means by which it
might be met.   It was true that the separate legislatures
would be unable themselves to establish a General Assembly;
but arrangements might be arrived at between different
Colonies^ whilst application was made to the Imperial